
Interview with the Thai Poorin  Laopiyakittikul

Why do you do this student exchange?

Poom: First of all, I didn't want to take 
part in it, but in my school there was an 
announcement and then I was 
interested in it. So first I joined the AFS 
and I had to make many tests. After this 
I had three options to choose the 
country I wanted to visit. My first choice 
was the USA, the second one was 
Germany and  thirdly I chose nothing. 
As you know the result is Germany.
Then I talked to my parents but they 
didn't agree with me first. My mother 
was so worried about me, but my father said:   ” If you want to go you can 
go.” 
And I wanted.

What do you think is the biggest different between Germany and Thailand?

Poom: There are a lot of differents between Germany and Thailand. The way 
how people communicate if they meet, for example. Here they shake hands 
or hug each other and in Thailand they do it like this (shows us a move like a 
bow). 
When I first met my host family they hugged me and I was really shocked 
because Thai people don't hug each other when they meet.

So have you been in Germany  before?

Poom: No, this is my first visit in Germany.

Do you already know some German food?

Poom: Yes of course, I love “Wurst”, “Bratwurst”. I also like “Döner” and 
“Brötchen”.

What is your favourite food from Thailand?

Poom: In Thailand we have a lot of spicy food, so one of my favourites is 
“sam tam”, it's like a papaya salad. It is very spicy and we eat that with sticky 
rice.
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So it's healthy?

Poom: Yes, it is.
Did you have some prejudices about the Germans?

Poom: Yes, yes of course. I thought the Germans 
are very strict, but when I arrived here, I realized 
that the most of them are very friendly like you guys.

What do you think about the German school?

Poom: Oh, in Thailand school starts earlier, we also 
have to sing the national anthem and to pray together in the morning and the 
school ends at 4pm in the afternoon, we study very hard. We just have small 
breaks and many different subjects at one day.

So you have a break after every lesson?

Poom: Yes, but just 5 minutes, not sometimes 20 like here. We also have to 
come before 8 am, because at our school we've got something like a 
punishment if we are too late. So I really like your school.

How do you learn German?

Poom: My neighbour and my host father teach me. And of course also with 
my friends.

Which hobbies do you have in Thailand and which here?

Poom: In Thailand I sometimes play golf with my friends and also football. 
But in Germany I've more free time, because school ends earlier here. I play 
football here too and I go sailing with Jonas. This is my first time sailing. I 
also like biking and I want to try skiing.

Thank you.
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